TEXT 88:     IS FOREIGN AID REALLY HELPFUL?


“The money or food given does not always go to those who need it the most”. The conditions sometimes attached to, buying equipment or services from the lending country, result in a lot of the money lent coming back to the rich countries. To pay back their debt, the poor countries are forced to sell their raw materials or products at very low prices.


Food aid, which is often a way of getting rid of the surplus production in the rich world, can be a handicap in the long term because it makes local population dependent upon Western style food and competes unfairly with local product. Food aid can only be given in an emergency. Money and technical assistance should be provided to help develop agriculture, without which a land becomes a desert and the people are faced with famine.


Paradoxically, there are enormous food surpluses in a world where there are more and more hungry people.  


Africa, plagued without drought, famine, diseases like malaria, cholera and AIDS, and tribal conflicts that bring massacres and misery to whole 

Populations, must be considered as a special case. Frequently large amounts of foreign food, cash and equipment never reach their intended destination. 


Africa’s ills are often blamed on 80 years of colonialism. Many African leaders, unfortunately, reproduced and perpetuated the worst aspects of mismanagement, greed and elitism inherited from colonial powers.
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